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MEMORANDUM FOR: 


FROM 


SUBJECT 


Deputy Director for Intelligence 
Deputy Director for Operations 
Deputy Director for Science and Technology 
Administrative Officer, DCI 

John F. Blake 

Deputy Director for Administration 
Document Classification 


n . l' ^ H A P ril the Agency received a memorandum from the Executive 
Director of the Interagency Classification Review Committee (ICRC) advis- 
ing us that: in the course of a routine ICRC review of another Government 
agency , three CIA documents had been located which appeared to be 
improperly classified. In the course of our follow-up on this matter, 
it was determined that the officer whose employee number was cited on 
the documents as having authorized their classification did not, in 
fact, do so. As a result of a recent reorganization, the employee had 
been reassigned but his former office had continued to use his errraloyee 
number as authorization for document classification. 

.. T3 2 ' J* is J obvious that with the increased emphasis being placed by 

the Executive branch on proper classification and with the numerous 
cases o ltigation arising out of the Freedom of Information Act 
Privacy Act and other matters, we must ensure that practices such ’as 

aro ellminated - It is important that employees whose numbers 

nersnna?fv L a S h0riZlng C 1 lassif ^ cation of documents involve themselves 
in Process by either actually reviewing documents being 

S f, Jn le< ? 03 i bhrough strict supervision and guidance of others who might 
be authorized to use their number. It should be emphasized that in recent 
months senior Agency officials have been called to testify in court regard- 
ing classification matters, and it can be anticipated that s“ch occasSS 
wil! arise in the future. The outcome of such legal proceedings coSld be 
adversely affected if it could be demonstrated that classified material 
m question was not in fact properly classified. 

vour mn 1 nL^nt ll in aP?reCi ! te 7 ° U c bringin g to the attention of members of 
ficati™ p?oCedSes MP ° StrlCt adhcrence t0 established class!- 


iaJ John F. Bloke 

John F. Blake 
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